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Milk too, Gandhi thought, induced the passions and it was abandoned
for some time.
A crisis in the life of the Indian community was imminent and now
rarely was Gandhi at home before midnight. He used to tramp six
miles after fifteen hours of hard work to reach his place of refuge.
The bus service was there but it was meant only for the whites. Some
of his co-workers would tramp with him to continue discussing ways
and means of dealing with the new situation. On'his return home the
discussions continued. Late at night when all were worn out, rugs
would be spread along the passage in his house for visitors to sleep.
On August 22 the Transvaal Government Gazette Extraordinary
published a new ordinance affecting the interests of the Indian settlers.
It enjoined that every Indian "coolie", Arab and Turk of eight years
or upwards, entitled to reside in the Transvaal, must register his or
her name with the Registrar of Asiatics and take out a certificate of
registration. It meant noting down important marks of identification
upon the applicant's person, and also the finger and thumb impres-
sion. Any Indian failing to comply with the regulation before a
certain date forfeited his right of residence in the Transvaal, and was
liable to be fined £100 or imprisoned for three months and even
deported at the discretion of the court. The certificate of registration
issued to an applicant had to be produced whenever and wherever
he was required to do so by any police officer. The police officers
could enter private houses in order to inspect certificates. Refusal to
produce the certificate or to supply such particulars or means of
identification as may be prescribed by the regulation would be also
held to be an offence, for which the person refusing could be fined or
sent to prison summarily.
Gandhi was convinced that if the ordinance was passed and the
Indians meekly accepted it, it would spell absolute ruin for compa-
triots in South Africa. For the benefit of the large readers of Indian
Opinion, he translated the draft ordinance in Gujarati. Next he
called a conference of the leading Indians to whom he explained the
ordinance word by word. All present resolved to agitate publicly
against it.
On behalf of the British Indian Association a deputation led by
Gandhi waited upon the Colonial Secretary, who in a formal reply
vouchsafed that Government would consider its suggestions. On
September 4. the bill was introduced in the assembly.

